
PARSIPPANY HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

TRI-M MUSIC HONOR SOCIETY APPLICATION 
 
The Tri-M Music Honor Society is the international music honor society for secondary school students that 
motivates and recognizes musical achievement Founded in 1936 by Alexander and Frances Harley, 
incorporated and renamed Modern Music Masters in 1952, and in 1983 recognized as the Tri-M Music 
Honor Society, a program of NAfME, Tri-M has helped young people provide years of service through 
music in thousands of schools throughout the world.  Through more than 4,100 chartered chapters, 
thousands of students have received recognition for their efforts and honor for their musical 
accomplishments.   
 
If we strive to cultivate musical sensitivity and perception in our students, we must likewise give adequate 
recognition for their efforts and achievements, and we must inspire them to strive for higher goals.  In what 
better way than by bestowing upon them life membership in a worldwide honorary organization for musical 
youth? 
-Alexander Harley, Founder, Tri-M Music Honor Society 
 
Tri-M is a program of NAfME:  the National Association for Music Education, the largest non-profit 
organization dedicated to the advancement of music education.  Through its many programs, activities, 
publications, and conferences, NAfME addresses all aspects of music education and works to ensure that 
every student has access and exposure to a balanced, comprehensive, and high quality program of music 
instruction. 
 
The selection of students for membership is based strictly on merit.  Ability and scholarship in both music 
and academic subjects, cooperation with teachers and fellow students, leadership, and service are basic 
requirements. 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
Application for membership is open to all Juniors and Seniors and is considered on the basis of six points 
of distinction:  exceptional scholarship, musical accomplishments, character, cooperation, leadership and 
service.  The academic requirements for membership include enrollment in the third consecutive year of a 
music ensemble, a cumulative grade point average of 3.75 in music coursework, and a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.25 or higher in all subject areas.  In addition, candidates must submit a resume, an essay, 
accrue a minimum of 60 points; see attached Point System. 
 
All candidates must exhibit dedication to the art of music through service in their school as performers in 
choir or band, through distinction as members of honors ensembles at PHS and through PHS sponsored 
activities (i.e. County, Region, All-State, All-Eastern) or community music ensembles.  Character 
emphasizes a devotion to high ideals and recognizes no barriers between people of diverse orientations or 
backgrounds.  Cooperation teaches friendliness and the true spirit of getting along with others.  Leadership 
guides everyone to greater undertakings.  Service encourages assistance and kindness to others through the 
sharing of music with the community.   
 
The music department will then determine membership based on your application.  If accepted, the student 
will be inducted into the society at a formal ceremony to be held in the Parsippany High School 
Auditorium.  A rehearsal takes place the afternoon the day before.  
 

Application Due: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 

 

Induction Ceremony will take place at the Solo and Small Ensemble Concert 
June 6, 2018 at 7pm 



PARSIPPANY HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

TRI-M MUSIC HONOR SOCIETY APPLICATION 
 
Name_____________________________ Year of Graduation____ Phone____________ 
Parents’ Names___________________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
Email Address____________________________________________________________ 
Instrument or Voice_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please list the music courses you have taken and the grades received for each class. 
 
Course Name      Grade 
___________________________________________  9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________  9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________  9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________  9 10 11 12  
___________________________________________     9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________  9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________  9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________  9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________  
 
 
Current GPA________________   Current GPA in music________________ 
 
 
Are you considering teaching music as a career?  Yes     No 
 
 
On a separate piece of paper, please include the following: 
 
Resume: Please include your school music activities and the number of years that you have participated in 
them.  Include any leadership positions you have held, and any music honors ensembles or awards you 
have received. 
 
Essay: Please write a brief essay describing your musical interests and goals.  Be specific about why you 
feel you are qualified to have membership in the PHS Tri-M Music Honor Society.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



PARSIPPANY HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
TRI-M MUSIC HONOR SOCIETY APPLICATION 
 
 
 
 
If selected for the Tri-M Music Honor Society, I will attend the rehearsal, ceremony and all meetings and 
activities to the best of my ability, and strive to promote a greater awareness of music throughout the school 
and community. _______(Student initials) 
 
I understand that there is a $10 membership fee, collected at the first meeting. ________(Student initials) 
 
I understand that the minimum national criteria for a Tri-M candidate consideration include: participation 
in a performing ensemble during the school year, a 3.25 GPA, a 3.75 GPA in music, and continues 
character strength that includes demonstration of service, leadership, and cooperation.  I agree to maintain 
these minimum national criteria, and any other criteria this chapter determines, and I understand that my 
membership can lapse if any of these criteria are not maintained.  _______(Student initials) 
 
 
 
I understand that I must return this completed form to the chapter advisor May 2, 2018. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  ___________ 
Signature       date 
 
 
 
____________________________________  ___________ 
Parent signature                     date 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARSIPPANY HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
TRI-M MUSIC HONOR SOCIETY APPLICATION 
 
 
Name_______________________________  Date_______________________ 
 
MY CUMULATIVE GPA IS:  ____________ % 
 
MY CUMULATIVE MUSIC COURSE GPA IS ______________% 
 
I have read the membership criteria of the PHS Tri-M Music Honor Society, and I confirm that all the 
information presented in this application is, to the best of my knowledge, honest and true. 
 
Student Endorsement: 
 
X___________________________________________ Date_______________ 
 
 
I have read the membership criteria of the PHS Tri-M Music Honor Society, and I confirm that this 
candidate is qualified and meets the academic requirements for admission into this society. 
 
Guidance Counselor Endorsement: 
 
X__________________________________________  Date_______________ 
 
 
I have read the membership criteria of the PHS Tri-M Music Honor Society, and I confirm that my 
son/daughter is eligible to apply for admission into this society. 
 
Parent/Guardian Endorsement: 
 
X___________________________________________  Date______________ 
 
 
I have read the membership criteria of the PHS Tri-M Music Honor Society, and I recommend this 
candidate for admission into this society. 
 
Music Teacher Endorsement: 
 
X___________________________________________  Date_____________ 
 
 
 
 
Completed applications are due on or before Wednesday, May 2, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



PARSIPPANY HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
TRI-M MUSIC HONOR SOCIETY APPLICATION 

 
 
Requirements:  
Four years enrollment in either band OR choir  (Juniors applying must be enrolled) 
Completed and signed forms/endorsements 
3.75 Cumulative GPA, Music 
3.25 Cumulative GPA, All Subjects 
(To maintain membership, students must be enrolled in a performing course.) 
 
Point System:  Students must accrue a minimum of 60 points 
 
10 Chamber Choir (full year) or Marching Band  
8 Men’s or Women’s Ensemble or Jazz Band 
8 Participation (vocal) in a musical 
8 Participation in All-State/Eastern/National/ACDA Honors Choirs 
5  Participation in NJSMA Region I Choir/Band/Orchestra 
4 Participation (pit band) in a musical 
3 Participation in Morris County Honors Choir, NJ Area Band, or NJSMA Junior Region 

Band/Orchestra 
2  Singing/Playing five times at sporting or school events (National Anthem) 
2 Participating in an approved community music outreach/performance 
2 Participation in a Tri-M event (mock auditions, music buddies, etc.) 
 
Description         Points  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Total: 
Please attach an additional sheet of paper if necessary.      
           


